
Minutes of Long Newnton Parish Council Meeting  

Present at the meeting 

Di Cronin 

Jill Peacey 

Bean Landale 

Richard George 

Andrea Warrington (Clerk) 

Kev Beck 

Apologies Received: 

None 

 

 

Minutes were approved and signed 9th March 2017 Di Cronin (Chairperson)  

Matters arising: 

Speedwatch (was discussed first to enable Kev B to leave the meeting).   

We have received three quotes for the speed signs for the village.  We considered solar powered v 

Battery and decided on a battery sign which is re-chargeable as the solar powered ones are 

extremely heavy to lift around and we will have to move the sign frequently to each of its three 

positions within the village.  The battery lasts 4-6 weeks and cost 20p to re-charge.  The units can be 

turned off but still record data so this may be a useful feature to see whether after a period of 

having the sign in action there is any difference in the motorists speed past the signs.  

The two favourite quotes are: 

 Mr Message maker (Glos Based) 

 Westcoat (run by an ex traffic policeman) 
 

We will need three posts to be erected (which the council will do and they will also agree the 

positioning of the posts for safety purposes). We will need extra brackets to enable us to move the 

sign around between the three fixed posts. Richard Gray from the Highways will also agree the 

frequency of the sign in each of the locations.  The units will have a data recorder to enable us to 

download data and give it to the police. They are then obliged to take action if we see regular 

offenders.  

It was noted that Paul our community policeman has been transferred and will not be replaced.  

However, there are 2 other police officers covering the area and Kev B will liaise. 

The cost for the unit is in the region of C£3,500. Inclusive of all necessary items such as battery, data 

download system. This cost is covered by a grant from the Police Commissioners fund. The 3 posts 

will be erected by Gloucestershire Highways; the costs of the posts will need to be covered by the 

Parish Council.  The most likely situation for the three posts is: 

 Tetbury end of the village( opposite Sycamore Close) 

9th March 2017 



 Malmesbury end of the village (opposite Pump Lane) 

 Somewhere between Crudwell Lane and Glebe Cottage. 

The councillors thanked Di and Kev for all their efforts in getting this off the ground. It was 

appreciated that there was a lot of hard work attached to where we are now. 

Condition of Church Lane verges  

We received a quote for clearing the ditches and placing the spoil back on the verges in an attempt 

to restore the original verge along Church Lane (from Rob Cole Civil Engineering Ltd (01453 883623 

07860 577393)) via Mike Tucker. The quote was £3.50 per metre which could be very expensive. We 

are trying to find out who is responsible for clearing the ditches but it was felt that if it was the 

farmer whose land they border the Parish Council may be able to offer a contribution towards this 

task, maybe completing small sections over a period of time.  

Planters/Troughs 

The positioning of the planters was agreed as: 

 Travelling from Malmesbury – On the right hand side by the white gate. 

 Travelling from Tetbury – On the left hand side by the white gate. 

Two 4’ (for the village gates) and two 2’ troughs (to be placed next to a bench on the triangle) were 

agreed and Bean is to talk to Winnstay about getting a discount and asking them to put holes in the 

bottom for drainage.  They will need to be sprayed black and placed on breeze blocks.  These should 

be obtained as soon as possible to enable summer planting to be completed. Richard may have 

some paving slabs which would be suitable for placing the planters on.  

Wildlife in the Village 

Richard reported about the Wildlife in the village training organised through “Wild Service” a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Gloucester Wildlife Trust.  The quote for training a bunch of village volunteers 

was £200 and this was agreed. Clerk to accept the quote. Training day has been arranged on 

Thursday 29th June starting at 9pm.  Further details from Richard. 

Website 

Clerk previewed the new web site and the councillors were pleased with the new design.  James 

from  Xansium has done a very good job and the new site should be very user friendly and suitable 

for people to access on their laptops, Ipads or phones.  It will be current, with links to other useful 

services, it was also suggested that we have a page for: 

 An initial village photograph competition (to get some more good photographs of the village 

through the seasons. 

 A history of the village – Asking long term residents for their stories of past times. 

 Footpaths and Bridleways 

 A link to the council for reporting fly tipping 

 A map of the area 

 A link to Tetbury Hospital page 



We should be able to go “live” within a month and the Clerk is also investigating a village “Facebook” 

page to link to the new website. The new design with Word Press should enable us to upload emails 

and documents to a private page where only councillor can access. The Councillors would then be 

able to log in and view the documents at their leisure.  At the time of the meeting it was not known 

exactly how this would work but this was thought to be a useful addition. Clerk to find out more and 

report back at the next meeting once the web site has gone live.  

We are applying for a grant from the Transparency fund to purchase a laptop and a printer solely for 

Parish Council use.  Di to send off the application. Deadline 20th March 2017.    

Airfield Buildings – Nothing further has been done on this matter.  

Tree Maintenance 

Jill reported that we had received a quote from: 

 Martin Kerlin, Tree Surgeon 07909 667949, 01666 829034 

To undertake tree work as per attached sheet. * 

The quote was accepted unanimously by the councillors. Jill to ask Martin to go ahead. 

Planning 

1. Reduction of Yew tree in Churchyard by 1/3  - approved with no comment 

2. Concreting Boldridge Brake – Di visited the site with Arthur Witchell who was most helpful 

and the council were very grateful for being consulted and passed on their thanks to Authur 

for his pro-active approach to planning in the village. Agreed with no comments. 

3. The Old Cowshed the conversion into stables with storage above: This is on the land of 

Nursery Barns and at the time of the meeting was still under consideration as original 

planning conditions had not been followed and the PC is in correspondence with Planning 

Dept.   

Phone Box  

We have been advised that the village phone box is shortly to be removed as no calls have been 

made from it within the last year.  

Finance 

Bank balance £4443.88 

Known expenditure: 

 Wildlife training    £200.00 

 Tree Maintenance   £480.00 

 Web Site build and hosting  £790.00 

 Planters/troughs   £200.00 

 Post erection for speed cameras £300.00 

 Bench for triangle   £? To be investigated 



 Insurance renewal   £165.00 

 Gapta subs     £51.17 

Any other business  

None 

Next meeting Thursday 8th June 2017 in the Church 7pm  


